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Head of State of Samoa’s 50th Anniversary of Independence 
Speech 

[Head of State, Tui Atua Tupua Tamasese Ta’isi Efi, Ti’afau, 01 June 2012] 

 
Theme: Samoa is not government; Samoa is family and brotherhood 

 
From the 1st of June last year we, as a country and as a people, 
began to prepare ourselves mentally, physically, spiritually and 
resource-wise for this day. This is a momentous day in the history 
of our nation.  
  
Today is the 50th anniversary of the birth of our nation, the 
Independent State of Samoa. Today, we come together from far 
and wide, as children and friends of Samoa, to take pause, bear 
witness, reflect on and share in the maturing of our nation. Today, 
we are a grateful, and proud nation. 
  
On January 1, 1962, His Highness Tupua Tamasese Meaole, as 
joint Head of State with my predecessor, His Highness Malietoa 
Tanumafili II, addressed the nation and spoke about forgiveness. 
Today I wish to revisit this theme. 
  
On each Independence Day we remember the pain, the heartache, 
the anger, and the struggles, our forefathers went through to 
achieve the independence we now enjoy. We remember that both 
Mau and Malo had sacrificed much. Both had invested heavily, 
politically and emotionally, in their causes. So much so that if we 
were really honest with ourselves we would admit that the divisive 
legacies of that investment still linger today.  
 
On this special day we have an opportunity to bridge that divide. 
We have an opportunity to remember that the Mau and Malo both 
fought for what they believed was best for Samoa. We have an 
opportunity to remember and appreciate that it wasn’t all about 
factional politics.  
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When Aleipata deliberated over who to support and how, they 
decided that Tafua and the itupa-i-lalo would support the Malo and 
that Fuataga and the itupa-i-luga would support the Mau. Tafua 
and Fuataga are the two leading chiefly families of Aleipata. 
Aleipata believed that this approach would ensure that either way 
their district would gain wherever the spoils went: if Fuataga’s 
faction won then they would give to and enhance Aleipata; if 
Tafua’s faction won they would do the same. In the end Fuataga 
and Tafua would do what was best for Aleipata. 
  
And in 1936 when the new Labour Government of New Zealand 
took over the administrative reins of Samoa and agreed to help 
prepare Samoa for independence, when they wanted the Malo and 
Mau factions to resolve their differences they were unable to get 
them to talk to each other until Timu, the Malo Faipule of Safotu, 
stood up and said: “What are we waiting for? God calls. Our 
brothers await us. Let us move to Vaimoso and make up with our 
brothers.”  
  
Timu and his words broke the stalemate. His words created a 
bridge for forgiveness and reconciliation. We remember Aleipata 
and Timu for what binds us as a people and gives us belonging. 
 
From that point onwards, the Mau and the Malo worked hand in 
hand with the New Zealand government to attain firstly self-
government and subsequently independence. 
  
Today we also remember the words of Tupua Tamasese Lealofi 
III, who, while lying fatally wounded, said: “My blood has been 
spilt for Samoa. I am proud to give it. Do not dream of avenging it 
as it was spilt in maintaining peace. If I die, peace must be 
maintained at any price”. The legitimacy of the cause for which 
Tupua Tamasese Lealofi died is sustained as much by his life and 
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testament as by the courage and vision of his colleagues, 
Tuimalealiifano Si’u, Ta’isi O.F. Nelson and Faumuina Mulinuu I. 
  
In remembering our struggle for independence we remember also 
the bravery of Sir Apirana Ngata and Sir Maui Pomare who spoke 
on behalf of Samoa against the very government in which they 
were ministers. We remember the support of successive Labour 
and National New Zealand governments who showed great 
commitment and respect for our pursuit of independence. In 
particular we remember the work and dedication of Sir Guy 
Powles, Jim Davidson and Colin Aikman.  
  
We also remember the great state craftsmanship of Governor Solf 
and the scholarship of Governor Schultz. The tremendous strides in 
Samoan agricultural trade and commerce that we enjoy today can 
be traced back to the infrastructural and scholastic work conducted 
during their administrative regimes. Although, as was emphasised 
by Lauaki and his supporters, great statecraft and scholarship is no 
compensation for loss of sovereignty. 
  
And our memories are still a-buzz with more recent events. We 
cannot forget that historic moment ten years ago, when in 2002 
New Zealand’s Prime Minister Helen Clark came to Samoa to say, 
on behalf of her government, we recognise the wrongs of our early 
administration and we are sorry. The redemptive power of her 
gesture and her words will live on in our hearts.  
  
We have been blessed with good leadership. We acknowledge the 
leadership of our former Heads of State: Tupua Tamasese Mea’ole 
and Malietoa Tanumafili II; our former leader of government 
business E.F.Paul; and our Prime Ministers: Fiame Mataafa 
Faumuina Mulinuu II, Tupua Tamasese Lealofi IV, Vaai Kolone, 
Tofilau Eti Alesana and Tuilaepa Sailele Malielegaoi.  
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We acknowledge the work of the Tofilau and Tuilaepa 
governments who had the unenviable task of leading Samoa in 
1987 and 1991 through the devastating havoc of Ofa and Val and 
then through the tragedy of the tsunami of 29th September, 2009. 
We take pause to remember those we lost, those who were injured 
and those who gave so unselfishly of their time and resources to 
help us rebuild. 
  
We remember today with grateful hearts the work also of our 
Church leaders, our CEOs, our village heads and heads of families. 
They serve to build unity, loyalty and respect among their 
members, their villages and wider community. Without their 
support of our government and our government’s support of them, 
we as a nation cannot achieve.  
 
We remember with humble pride that it is through this unity that in 
1983 and 2007 our small nation hosted two successful South 
Pacific Games and that in 2010 not only did our Manu Samoa 
Sevens team win the IRB Sevens Tournament championship, but 
our weightlifters won gold at the India Commonwealth Games.  
  
In our development as a modern nation we remember with 
gratitude the long and strong relationships we have forged with our 
international partners, the diplomatic corps and the Pacific 
community. We acknowledge their support in the development of 
our education, health, social services, law, policing, economics and 
trade sectors.  
 
In my Closing of Parliament address in January 2011, I said: Both 
government and Parliament have made Samoa proud.  This is 
attested to by international indicators which report that Samoa now 
enjoys sharp improvements to its human development indicators 
and currently has the highest sustained economic growth in the 
region.  
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It is also attested to by the high esteem in which Samoa is held by 
senior judges overseas who suggest that Samoa is today an 
exemplar of the rule of law. Although our colonial experience of 
the rule of law was fraught with injustice, we are buoyed by the 
knowledge that there grows a deep and mutual respect between the 
highest court of our land and its overseas peers. Last week Chief 
Justice Sapolu, Justice Baragwanath and Justice Fisher came 
together as equals to preside over our Samoan Court of Appeal. 
This is testament to the maturing of our nations.  It not only 
bespeaks mutual respect and professional confidence, it bespeaks 
forgiveness and trust. 
 
In all this remembrance we take note that this 50th year is a sacred 
year in our Christian calendar. It is the year that the Jews 
remembered through ritual that salvation was gained not just by 
sacrifice, but by forgiveness. The 50th year, as the year following 
seven cycles of sabbatical years, is jubilee year (Leviticus 25:10). 
On this year slaves or prisoners are freed and wrongs 
acknowledged and forgiven. The jubilee celebrates the redemptive 
power of true remorse and forgiveness. 
  
Similarly in Samoa at times of high celebration, especially at the 
village, district or national level, we also believe in the redemptive 
power of forgiveness and mercy and would release those punished 
from further serving their sentences and invite those banished to 
return to the fold. On this 50th anniversary year of our 
independence, our government offers amnesty to 35 prisoners in 
remembrance of this message. 
  
In remembering our history the words of the Psalmist rings aloud: 
“Teach us”, he says, “to number our days aright, that we may gain 
a heart of wisdom” (Psalm 90:12). What counts in our measures of 
independence is not the number of achievements we have, or the 
number of times we can pardon, but the number of moments where 
our acts of independence can truly take our breath away. The acts 
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of Timu, Tupua Tamasese Lealofi 3 and Helen Clark are three such 
moments. Their acts have helped to define and give meaning to the 
Samoa we now inhabit and to the independence we now enjoy.  
  
On this historic day, we remember the words of President Richard 
von Weizsacker of Germany in his address on the 50th anniversary 
marking the end of the Second World War: “The secret of 
redemption lies in remembrance. …Remembrance is experience of 
the work of God in history. It is the source of faith in redemption. 
This experience creates hope, creates faith in redemption, in 
reunification of the divided, in reconciliation”. In our remembrance 
we forgive, we acknowledge, we are thankful and we celebrate in 
unity our independence as a nation.  In our remembrance we 
recognize the hearts of wisdom, the wisdom of our forebears, in 
their saying: O Samoa e lē o se Malo; o Samoa o le uso ma le aiga. 
(Samoa is not government; Samoa is family and brotherhood)”. 
 
Happy 50th Anniversary Samoa! God bless!  
 
 


